Characterization of an inhibitor of hepatic cholesterogenesis present in hepatic microsomes.
An inhibitor of hepatic cholesterol synthesis present in hepatic microsomes can be solubilized either by an acetone or an ethanol powder preparation. Other methods such as methanol and chloroform:methanol powder preparations and treatment with EDTA do not solubilize the factor. The factor appears to be proteinaceous since its activity is lost after exposure to proteolytic enzymes and heat treatment. In addition, the inhibitor does not require a phospholipid for activity. 3this inhibitor is stable for long periods (60 hrs.) at room temperature and can be isolated in good yield from liver maintained at 4 degrees C for 8 hours postmortem.